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auto fatalities in this country 
ie : e goal ; 


A partial victory was won by 
the citizens of Lake County in 
their struggle to force the 
railroad companies to safeguard 
unguarded railroad crossings. 
The Indiana Publie Service 
Commission has recently ordered 
the Monon Railroad Company to 
install train activated warning 
devices within 120 days at three 
key railroad crossings in the 
Dyer-St. John area. They have 
been the scene of a number of 
fatal accidents. 

Mrs, Jean Macrini, spokeman 
for Stop Trains Opposing People 
(STOP) considers the ruling of 
the Commission. ‘‘encouraging”’ 
but is skeptical about the 
railroad company’s compliance. 

“We really can’t get too excited 
about the decision until we see 
that it has been carried out’’ said 
Mrs. Macrini. 

“The Indiana Public Service 
commission passed a ruling 
similar to this one for a rail road 
~ erossing in Dyer about two and a 
half years ago and the railroad 


still hasn’t put up the warning.” 


In the first eleven. months of 
1971, twenty-two percent of train- 


the ra 

their compliance with the recent 
ruling until the 120 day limit is 
almost up, and then take their 
case to the appellate court. From 
here the procedure of hearing 
evidence from both sides is re- 
enacted-similar to the hearings 
before the Indiana Public Service 
Commission. 


oe 


On the inside... 


Railroad Foes Win 
- Partial Victory 


STOP has worked closely with ~~), 
the Calumet Community «| 


‘The tactic the railroad 
companies use is to present 
ridiculous figures about the cost 
of installing warnings at 
crossings and saying they cannot 
afford new installations,” ac- 
cording to Mrs. Macrini. STOP 
has noted that “ninety percent of 
the railroad equipment com- 
panies are owned by the railroads 
themselves.” 

STOP feels that the present 
legislation governing railroad 
transportation in the state is 
biased in favor of the railroad 
companies as opposed to citizens. 
They point to the fact that the 
railroad companies can take 
their case to the appellate court 
when the Indiana Public Service 
Commission rules in favor of 
citizens, but citizens must wait 
two years after a ruling to have 
their case taken up. 


nino! oup ented 
are generally a reflection of 
prevailing attitudes in the 
Democratic Party machinery. 

Just as new Mayor Robert 
Pastrick promised, hardly any of 
former Mayor John B. Nicosia’s 
mi aga were left out in the 
col 


The entire appointive week was 
similar to a game of musical 


See Occupational Health Story Pg.3 


required in Indiana. 
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and Senator 
Senator 


Congress (CCC) 


Adam Benjamen. 


Benjamen is currently spon- / 


soring legislation which would 
require increased safety warning 
devices as well as speed | 
limits which are not presently | 


Mrs. Macrini says that STOP is 
now a State-wide. organization 
and plans to lobby in the State 
Capitol for protective legislation 
to counter the lobbyists of the 
railroad companies who have 
helped defeat such legislation in 
the past. 

“When you come down to it” 
says Mrs. Macrini, “the railroads 
are interested in dollars and we 
are interested in people.” 


ents held “On top of the expanded duties of 


secrets involving few surprises 
and distributing offices to people 
who had previous experience. 

The “big” appointment was 
that of former Lake County Clerk 
John Krupa to the post of water 
superintendent. 

“I couldn’t see Krupa as city 
controller, because I held that job 
once and it entails a lot of work,” 
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This is one of over a hundred unguarded 
railroad crossings in Lake County. The results 
need little explanation. (Photo by Gene Hill) 


Pastrick said. 


the East Chicago city controller’s 
office and computer data 
processing, Pastrick was ex- 
pected by Mayor Nicosia to do the 
Democratic Party precinct 
organization leg work. 

“That’s why I chose six term 
councilman at large George 
Lamb as city controller,’’ said 
Pastrick. ‘He will spend his time 
there and has the financial 
background. I can’t think of a 
man in the city besides Lamb 
whom the people would want to 
succeed me if anything hap- 
pened,” said Pastrick. 

“Krupa will do my leg work,” 
he said. 

Sure enough, Krupa was busily 
engaged last week in preparing a 
new precinct map of the city 
which will raise the number of 
precincts from 43 to 54. 

And indebting more party 
faithful to the organization in a 
city orbiting around the 
patronage job. 

Besides Lamb, the other two 
major holdovers from the Nicosia 
administration are city attorney 
Jay Given and acting city 
engineer; John Dobay. 

Given is considered by many 
observers to be the “brain’’ 
behind Pastrick’s goals for city 
department and financial 
reorganization to centralize 
power in the mayor’s hands and 
to increase city bonding power. 

Why Pastrick appointed Dobay 
acting city engineer again is an 
easy answer. Dobay has been an 
extremely loyal party member. 

Dobay, himself, was surprised 
at his re-appointment. He thought 
he'd get the sanitary department 
job as a replacement to the 
unhappy and retired Cornel 
Leahu. 

The top three spots then, were 
filled by whites, two of them 
holdovers. } 

Although it is unofficial, it is 
reported that the city’s racial 
breakdown is 50 percent Latin, 30 
percent black and 20 percent 
white. 

An examination of minority 


New Year,New Regimein E.C. 


ag representatives show very 
itile. 

N. Atterson Spann, a black 
clothing salesman who was 
runnerup in the council at large 
race was appointed the mayor's 
administrative assistant. 

Spann is handsome and young. 

It looks good. 


OST eS SS 
Analysis 


cobert Hoggs, another black 
was made street commissioner 
replacing the controversial 
Mehilo Keseley who accepted a 
job with Lake County auditor 
Jose Arrendondo as chief deputy 
auditor. 

Hoggs has been on the Human 
Relations Commission and ap- 
pears to be a solid man. 

Hoggs was foreman in the 
street department before his 
selection for the top job. 

Still no votes for the blacks, but 
a couple of good looking offices. 

Redevelopment President 
Victor Torres was appointed 
Park superintendent, which 
came as no surprise to precinct 
committeemen who knew a deal 
was made to keep Torres out of 
the council race to unseat in- 
cumbent Jesse Gomez. 

Torres had been promised the 
slot to keep him away from 
Gomez's seat. Gomez had to stay 
in the council. He doesn’t rock 
any boats. 

Although Torres is the head of 
the Park Dept., Pastrick has 
made it clear he is seeking to 
abolish taxing units which don't 
allow transfers of money and 
manpower readily. 

If he succeeds he could wind up 
stripping Torres of what little 
power he has as a Park head who 
supervises his budget and has a 
large hand in setting the budget. 

The other big Latin ap- 
pointment was to George Lamb’s 
vacant council seat. 


continued on page 3 
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_ Round the Region 


by Michele Lubek 


Thursday 20 
1U Northwest Film 
Program: “The Sky Above, the 
Mud Below’’. 
Room AB 102, 7 pm. 
Great Books. Discussion of 
“Perpetual Peace’ by Kant. 
Hammond Public Library 
Community Room, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday 21 
Cameo Opera Company presents 
“The Telephone’ and ‘The 
Medium’. Two operas in English 
by Gian-Carlo Menotti. The 
Canterbury Theatre, 907 
' Franklin, Michigan City. 
Senior Citizens Library Club 
meeting. Music by a group from 
Gary Public Schools. Gary Public 
Library, 2 p.m. 
Saturday 22 
Slot Car Races: Sponsored by 
Teen Council, Auditorium, Gary 
Public Library, 1 - 4:30 p.m. 
Coffee House: For youth 16 and 
up. Suburban YMCA. $1.00 ad- 
mission, 6:30 p.m, 
Sunday 23 
Gary Symphony Orchestra 
@oncert; John Cleveland, bass- 
baritone of the Chicago Lyric 
Opera, IU Northwest 
auditorium. 4 p.m. 
Tuesday 25 
Senior Citizens Club Films: 
Kennedy Library, Gary, 2 pm. 
Gary City Council Meeting: City 
Hall, & pm. 
Wednesday 26 
Miller Citizens Cor- 
poration: General Meeting. All 
Miller residents invited. Call 938- 
8510 for information. 
Parents Without Part- 
ners: Single parents invited to 
meeting. 7527 Kennedy, Ham- 
mond, 8 pm. Call 923-4605. 
Friday 28 
“Senior Citizens Club 
Film: Auditorium, Gary Public 
»hbibrary. 2 pm. 


Yoga Classes; Deadline for 


931-9300 
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631 West Ridge Road 
Phone: 884-0376 


Briar East Tenants 
Grievances Growing 


-Y - Debs; Group experience for 
girls, grades 4 - 6. West Harbor =~ 


{) print money? 4] 


registration. Classes begin Feb. 
6. YWCA, 30 E. 6th Ave., Gary. 
Family Film Night: Kennedy 
Library, Gary. 7:30 pm. 

Black Student Choral Group 
Concert: [U Northwest 
Auditorium. 8 pm. 

Saturday 29 

Mavic Carpet: Stories and music 
for Ist and 6th graders. Childrens 
room, Hammond Public Library. 
1:30 pm. 

Coffee House: For youth 16 and 
up. Suburban YMCA. $1.00 ad- 
mission. 6:30 pm. 

Sunday 30 

Valpo University Dept. of Music 
Concert: Beryl Kimber, violin 
and Clemens Leske, piano, Gloria 
Christi Chapel, Valparaiso 
University. 

New Art Repreductions: Gary 
Public Library lending collec- 
tion. 220 W. Sth Ave. Through = 
Jan. 31. 

Gary Artists League: New 
Members exhibit. 400 S, Lake, 
Gary. Wed. 3 - 7 pm; Sat. and 
Sun. | - 5 pm. Through Jan. 30. 
Model Car Exhibit: By Gary 
children. Gary Public Library 
Main Branch. 9 am. to 9 pm. 
Through Feb. 12. 
Northern Indiana Art Salon: - 
Memorial Exhibit of works by 
Charles Untulis. 5448 Hohman, 
Hammond. Tues. and Sat. noon to 
3pm. Sun. 2-5 pm. Through Jan. 
30 

Evening High School: Gary 
Public Schools. For information 
call after 5:30 pm: Emerson 886- 
1441; Roosevelt 886-3785; Lew 
Wallace, $87-5251. 

English and Citizenship 
Classes: International Institute, 
725 E. Sth Ave. Tues and Thurs. 10 
- 3pm. 

Amigo"; YWCA classes in 
English. No fee. Call Hammond 
YWCA, Mrs, Drag, 931-2922 for 
information. 


Neighborhood Center, 4001 
Alexander, East Chicago. 
Mondays, 4 pm, = 
Rap Line: Volunteer listening = 
and counseling service for youth = 
and their parents. Sun. through 
Thurs. 6 pm. to midnight; Fri. 
and Sat. 6 pm, to 2 am. Call: 887- 
9684, 


Magazine Mart 
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Tenants unions in the United 
States have nearly always been 
started by renters living in aging 
buildings, with little or no 
maintenance, dangerously 
unhealthy living conditions and 
owned by hostile and hard-to-find 
landlords. 

The most recent tenants union 
in the Calumet Area has been 
started by a group of residents at 
the Briar East apartment 
complex in Hammond-a luxury 
apartment development less than 


four years old, complete with 
colorful promotional brochure, a 
clubhouse, adjoining shopping 
center and its own “‘lake”’. 

The Briar East Community 
Action Council has drawn up a 
list of 20 grievances, in part 
prompted by a fire last 
November that destroyed one of 
the 13 apartment buildings and a 
still unfenced lagoon--Lake 
Briar--next to the children’s 
playground, 


Burned-out building A at Briar East in 
Hammond has been source of controversy at 
the apartment complex. Residents who had 
valuables stored in the basement report that 
they have been moved without their permission 
or stolen. (Photo by Gene Hill) 
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generally known. a 
residents contacted said they — 


The Briar East Council is still 
an informal group and one 
member explained that while 
“some residents probably won’t 
act against the grievances, there 
does seem to be an overall feeling 
of neglect.” 

Neglect, they say, was most 
evident after the November fire, 
which displaced 35 families, 
many of whom have moved from 
Briar East, even after relocation 
inside the complex. Other 
residents complained that 
valuables stored in the basement 
and untouched by the fire, were 
removed without their per- 
mission or notification. Some 
items were stolen. 

Neighbors of Briar East made 
the first charges against ‘‘Lake 
Briar” as a hazard to children 
last fall. Briar East officials 
replied that the “lake” is on 
private property; that neigh- 
boring children would be 
“trespassing’’. They said nothing 
about the children of Briar East 
tenants. 

Other grievances include poor 
maintenance, inconsistency of 
eredit checks, lack of elevators in 
some buildings, the absence of 
adequate fire protection and high 
rents. 

“We have everything,” said 
Mrs. Joy Bailey, “except maybe 
fire extinguishers in the halls.” 

“IT would honestly say,”’ ex- 
plained another Briar East 
resident, “that nine out of 10 
people living there are finding 
they can’t afford it, and they are 
moving out for very legitimate 
reasons.”’ 

In addition to high rent, 
residents point out Briar East 
charges of $15 for a credit check 
and $10 for various keys. 

The owners of Briar East, like 
other modern apartment com- 
plexes in the area, are not 
Several 


make their rent checks out to the 
“Briar East Co,’’ A small in- 
dustrial development under 
construction near Briar East 
may be owned by the same 
"company’’/ 

The Briar East Community 
Action Council plans to hold its 
first general meeting this week. 


J.P. 
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~The Workplace : Not so Safe 
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First of a Series 
Part One: An Overview 


There were 40 deaths in 
American industry the day R. 
Heath Larry, chief negotiator for 
American steel companies, 
declared the the 1971 contract 
signed with the United 
Steelworkers of America “in- 
flationary”’. 

For a number of reasons, oc- 
cupational health and safety is 
virtually ignored around contract 
time. Unions trying to maintain a 
decent standard of living for their 
members don't consider it a 
‘bread and butter’’ issue. 
Companies--despite their 
“safety, quality production.” 
in that order, claims--often 
see better working conditions 
as an added expense. 


In the give-and-take of 
collective bargaining, then, 
health and safety provisions are 
often taken from the worker. 

An American steelworker, for 
example, who considers his 
working conditions to be unsafe 
can: 1) file a grievance in the 
third step or 2) be taken off the 
job, and reassigned at 
management's discretion, 
provided he takes no steps to 
prevent another employee from 
working on the same job. 

The unorganized labor force in 
the United States--73% of all 
workers--have few means of 
fighting unsafe conditions, other 
than walking off the job. 

A few statistics about oc- 
cupational hazards, diseases, 


and deaths show that the work- 


place is not safe as its lack of 
publicity might indicate. 


for carbon monoxide is 200 times 
less in industry than it is in 
public. 

Scientists have determined 
that continues noise over 80 
decibels is harmful. The 
government standard is 90 
decibels for an eight hour day. 
Industry fought for a legal limit 
of 100 decibels. Even at 90 
decibels, one out of every six 
workers could register enough 
hearing loss after 30 years to be 
considered legally deaf. 


Furthermore, problems 
abound not only in gathering such 
statistics, but in doing something 
ebout them. Ralph Nadar 
recently pointed out that 
government agencies such as the 
National Safety Council are both 
underfinanced and pro-industry 
oriented, 

The Industrial Health Foun- 
dation, in Washington, D.C., told 
representatives from the Medical 

Committee on Human Rights last 
year that occupational diseases 
do not exist. 

Anthony Mazzocchi, of the Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers 
International Union has charged 
that companies harass workers 
who accompany federal health 
inspectors on tours of industry. 

The injured worker faces 
similar roadblocks. Industrial 
accidents are governed by work- 
men’s compensation laws, which, 
especially in Indiana, are ar- 
chaic-many provisions dating to 
the turn-of-the-century. 


Labor lawyers generally 
consider workmen's com- 
pensation payments--at best two- 


~ thirds of maximum salary--to be 


There are 2,000,000 disabling 


only an incentive to get back to 


saat 


million suit against United States 
Steel, Gary Works. North was 
seriously injured Jan. 11, 1971 
when a 15-ton piping system 
collapsed at the No. 1 BOP shop 
at Gary Works, killing three men 
and injuring four others. Conover 
feels it could be a precendent 
setting case, since it will be 
argued outside the province of 
workmen’s compensation laws. 


Ralph Nadar has called oc- 


sleeper issue of the 1970's.” The 
next issue of the Catalyst will 
report on occupational health and 
safety in Calumet Area industry 


and what, if anything, is being 
done to improve it. 


J.P. 
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Occupational diseases-- 
deafness, black lung, etc.,--often 
take many years to surface, when 
they may be too serious to treat. 
California is the only state that 
keeps statistics related to oc- 
cupational diseases. 

Only 450 of 15,000 known dan- 
gerous chemicals found in the 
industrial workplace have health 
limits and many of these. are 


Monetary settlements are 
determined by the Industrial 
Health Board, set up under work- 
men’s compensation laws. At- 
torney William Conover of 
Valparaiso says this board “‘is 
designed to prevent or 
discourage the injured worker 
from taking his case before the 
civil courts.” 

Conover is representing 


barely protective. The threshold steelworker John North in a $5 
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Again, politics were involved. 

Isabelino Candelaria, the city’s 
first Puerto Rican councilman 
and as of now the United States’ 
only city councilman of Puerto 
Rican birth was given the post. 

Candelaria, who has worked 
with Puerto Rican immigrants 
and small businessmen, had run 
for the council seat in the sixth 
district and lost by a landslide 
1010 to 194 margin running third 
in a field of six candidates. 

At the time he claimed to some 
close friends he had been cheated 
by voting machinery which didn’t 
seem to register when his lever 
was pulled down. 

Now, Candelaria seems in- 
finitely happy with post and a 


United Steelworkers Local 1026 and Blaw-Knox Foundry in East 
Chicago are probably no closer to a contract settlement then they were 
a month ago. Local 1026 and seven other steelworker locals have been 
out against Blaw-Knox since Oct. 6. 

“There's been no improvement,’ Local 1026 president Luther 
Jenkins reported this week. “Everything is a stand-off right now. 
We're a bit closer, but not close enough.” 

Negotiations have been stalled over the length of the contract--Blaw- 
Knox wants it cut from three years to one--and reorganization of the 
pension fund--Blaw-Knox wants it decentralized considerably, to the 
disadvantage of the union, according to Jenkins. 

Blaw-Knox and its parent company, White Consolidated Industries, 
are considered by labor union negotiators to be among the stingiest of 
companies. 

BATCHELLER SUIT 

It is possible that Teamster Local 142 Secretary-Treasurer Donald 
Sawochka will pay $6,000 in legal fees--from a lawsuit for slander filed 
against him by Concerned Teamster Everett Batcheller (see Catalyst, 
Dec. 20,°71, p. 5)--out of union funds. 

Reports are that Sawochka has sounded out certain union executive 
board officials on the matter. Ironically, some of Batcheller’s union 
dues could conceivably pay for those legal fees 

Batcheller has been engaged in a long struggle for reform of Local 


142, and as a result has had difficulty finding employment on oc 
casion. It took three years of hearings before the National labor 
Relations Board before he got one job--with the Artim Transportation 
System, Inc. of Hammond--back 

Batcheller was fired for allegedly stealing an Artim Co. tarpaulin in 
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The Catalyst is a community newspaper which will seek and print 
the truth. We will speak to all segments of the community, par- 
ticularly those whose views and stories have not been represented in 
the past. We will entertain and inform and serve as a forum for debate. 

Lake County is often described as a hard place to live and an even 
harder place to change. This need not be true. There are a number of 
positive forces working to give everyone a better break. The Catalyst 
plans to do its part. 


“Everyone’s through in '72. 
“This is the year of the rip off if 
young Latins and blacks don’t 
feel they are represented 
properly,’ a young Chicano 
leader said. 

If Barreda, Gomez, Can- 
delaria, James Dent and Roy 
Cooley, the council minority bloc 
don’t speak to minority issues 
soon the rip off could come to 

SS. 

And the city seems remarkably 
behind the new mayor who was 
handpicked by the retired Dr. 
Nicosia. 


Catalyst, Dec. 6, ‘71) Politeial observers in Lake County recall that 
Sen. Robert Kennedy refused to do the same while campaigning 
here in 1968 

Lindsay front men also angered aides of Wisconsin Governor Pat 
Lucey. Nationally syndicated columnists Evans-Novak report that 
Lucey'’s men are so upset they will do their best to see that Lindsay 
does not emerge victorious in the Wisconsin Democratic Presidential 
primary. 
GLEN PARK HOUSING PROJECT 

The Glen Park Citizen’s Council has won a restraining order from 
Cireuit Court Judge Felix Kaul against Inter-City Developers Con- 
struction Company which had begun Construction of a Federally 
Funded low-income housing project in Southeast Glen Park, The in 
junction cited violations. of building code in the blue-prints of the 
controversial project. Speculation at this point is that project will 
eventually be approved. 


Co-operation: The 
Future of Black Oak 


By George Sullivan 


I doubt that the community of Black Oak can 
qualify as a thermometer of human feelings for the 
nation but I do hope that it reflects the feelings of at 
least a part of our population. 

For those who are not familiar with Black Oak, 
some history is in order. It is basically a community 
of working poor and welfare poor, Appalachian 
whites and black people have lived there together in 
relative harmony for a long time and have been 
seldom disturbed by the outside world. 

The growing towns around Black Oak have con- 
stantly. rejected the community and the County 
government has historically refused to deal with the 
Black Oak’s problems. When people discuss Black 
Oak they think of the city garbage dump, run down 
trailer parks and a polluted Little Calumet River 

That unfavorable image of Black Oak may soon be 
a thing of the past. The changing racial and political 
climate of the surrounding cities has thrust Black 
Oak to the forefront. 

A black mayor—Richard Hatcher of Gary—has 
soundly beaten. the invineible county political 
machine and the machine leaders are trying to 
isolate Gary from the county by building their power 
bases elsewhere. Other Hatcher opponents aligned 
themselves with the county machine and moved to 
incorporate a new town on the edge of Gary. They 
planned to include Black Oak and the Small Farms 
area in the new town. 

The incorporators thought that they would have an 
easy victory and discounted the idea that the people 
of Black Oak—Small Farms might have objections to 
this. 

Black Oak has proved that it is not as leaderless as 
many people thought. Citizens such as Ernie Davis, 
Richard Holland and Henry Reed of the Black Oak 
Community Coalition have no intention of becoming a 
rubber stamp for a corrupt political machine. 
Although without funds or legal assistance they arose 
to do battle with the incorporators. 

The subsequent actions of the Black Oak Coalition 
have shown that you don’t have to be a crooked 
politician in order to be politically aware. The Gary 


City Council had been considering the annexation of a __ 
small portion of territory adjoining the Small ‘arms — 


Black Oak community. In a smooth move the citizens 
of Black Oak opted for annexation to Gary and asked 
the City Council to include all of the Black Oak Small 
Farms area in the territorial expansion of Gary. 

Although opposed by Gary Councilmen who still 
owed their allegiance to the County machine the trio 
lobbied successfully and the Council voted at the first 
and second readings for the annexation of the Black 
Oak-Small Farms area. The third reading, which is a 
public hearing, went before the Gary City Council 
Jan. 18th. It was deferred until Feb. 1. 

There are deeper implications in what has been 
happening than the petty arguments about taxation 
and property values. The Black Oak leaders are 
Appalachian whites and black leaders who are 
working together to join with a black mayor rather 
than fall into the clutches of a corrupt. political 
machine. 


YOU THINK YOU HAVE 
PROBLEMS 


Letters tothe Editor 


Wonders of wonders, you are 
the Budha. Thanks for offering 
Calumet Region’s readers an 
alternative source of local news. 

Would it be possible for your 
staff to research the motivation 
behind local suburbs’ growing 
desire for incorporation? 

After several contacts with 
persons in these areas, I have 
become somewhat concerned as 
to the real underlying reason for 
the desire to separate themselves 
from Gary. 

I am interested in particular 
with the revived effort to in- 
corporate Calumet Township. 
After a recent conversation, or 
more accurately a confrontation, 
with one of the incorporation 
movement's spokesmen, | 
honestly believe many of these 
incorporation attempts are 
motivated by a racist reaction to 
the changing times. 

History has proven that 


solution and this person’s logic 
ran along the following lines: 

Incorporation would prevent 
Calumet Township from 
becoming ‘‘another Gary.” 

Incorporation would protect 
the local populace from govern- 
mental housing projects. 


Incorporation would protect 
the residents from crime through 
a separate police force. 

Anyone living in Calumet 
Township knows the woe of the 
unincorporated area. Poor road 
maintenance is a hassle,but 
that's about all. 

But incorporation guarantees 
nothing. This is proven by Por- 
tage. The local officials there had 
a difficult time with several 
painful transition years which 
resulted in higher taxes. 

But they had one thing going 
for them that the Calumet 
Township does not. It had a 
nucleus. A core to center the town 
around. This seems necessary if 


a town is to exist as such. 

Calumet Township has a very 
vague identity, transient 
populace and lacks any core, 
either commercial or cultural, 

But all the negative aspects 
inherent in incorporation can be 
overcome if the people involved 
think it would be worth it and are 
willing to put up with some 
delayed gratification, 

But if the greatest motivation 
for incorporation is fear and 
hatred, or in other words, purely 
reactionary in nature based on 
misperception, then the result 
would only further alienate this 
area and set human un- 
derstanding back several years 
in Calumet Township. 

I think this is a very serious 
subject, one in which your 
publication would do well to 
explore in depth. 

AIE, Slug 
New Chicago, Ind. 


isolation from a problem is no 
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United States Steel Gary Works Superintendent J. 
David Carr has taken to the banquet and speech- 
making circuit in the past month in a campaign that 
has paid handsome public relations dividends. 

On Dec. 14 the local media was treated to a tour of 
the mill, a luncheon and a speech by Carr. Two weeks 
later Jocal state legislators and the state tax board 
were presented the same program. Mayor Richard 
Hatcher and the city council will probably be next, 
according to the USS PR Dept. 

In addition, Carr spoke before the Gary Chamber of 
Commerce and was interviewed by NBC and CBS out 
of Chicago. The NBC interview was aired nationally 
on Jan. 8. 

Carr's script has been fairly uniform. The tours, 
speeches or interviews have celebrated a positive 
event--an increase in steel orders, re-opening of the 
No, 4 open hearth, or the recalling of 700 long laid-off 
steelworkers. 

Then comes the sobering reminder: “We're only 
kidding ourselves if we think Gary Works can’t be 
shut-down.” Not by a steel strike, but by the “in- 
tensely competitive foreign and domestic steel in- 
dustry" and U.S. Steel's. **tremendous burden in local 
property taxes.” 

Of course, he adds, a shut-down is unlikely, given 
all the new construction: a second BOP shop, a 13th 
blast furnace, a new 43,000 ton capacity ore boat. But 
Gary Works could use a break or two 

The threat of foreign steel is a hold-over issue from 
last August's contract negotiations with the United 
Steelworkers. Taxes are what the compaign is all 
about. 

Carr has been accompanied at several of the 
gatherings by his tax man, David Belt. The 1972 In- 
diana legislature will be considering a new state tax 
structure and Carr and Belt would like to see the 
emphasis away from the property tax, which they say 
provides too narrow a base to finance schools and 
local governments. 

They see an increased sales and/ or income tax as 
a solution, pointing out that Gary Works’ property tax 
bill is equal to that of all its local steel competitors 
combined. 

The media has generally taken Carr on his word-no 
embarrassing or pointed questions, he’s had a free 
reign and one local newspaper, the Gary Post- 
Tribune, has carried the ball for him. 

A Dec. 19, 1971 editorial concluded by quoting Carr: 
“IT don't think that Gary Works is sick or dying, but 
we have things we have to overcome,” and continued 
that “since this area depends essentially on steel 


The Mill and The Media 


Opinion 


production, governmental agencies, voters and the 
labor force all should have a concern in helping in 
what corrections are possibel”’ 

An editorial the following day entitled “Property 
Taxes and Steel’’ concluded that “certainly, as the 
principal taxpayer in the community, Gary Works 
should be listened to both on taxing methods and on 
the needs for governmental economies.” 

(In the midst of all this, Gary Works had been or- 
dered by a federal court to pay $2.2 million in back 
property taxes for 1968-69, which had resulted from 
under-assessment. The money helped meet the 
payroll for the financially troubled Gary school 
system. An angry J. David Carr told school officials 
that they “ought to live within their budget like we 
do.) 

Each Post-Tribune editorial was accompanied by a 
cartoon, one of which showed America’s largest steel- 
making facility and a Gary home-owner left empty- 
handed at Christmas by a Santa Claused property 
tax. 

Only long-time-Gary newspaper columnist Leigh 
Plummer suggested that Gary Works has been 
getting a healthy break or two on property taxes for 
some time. 

In his Dec. 23, 1971 column, “Thinking It Over'’, in 
the Glen Park Herald, Plummer discussed 
Regulation 16, which. governs “Assessment of 
Tangible Personal Property’’ in Indiana. 

This regulation, Plummer explained, allows the 
assessments of industries and big businesses to be cut 
from one-third their fair cash value to 8 or 9%. 

Plummer went on: 

“Accountants tell me that the current version of 
Regulation 16 will in all probability result in a 
reduction of as much as 25% in the assessed valuation 
in 1972 of U.S. Steel plants in Gary . . . This means 
that little taxpayers in Calumet Township will be 
paying next year just that much more of the U.S. 
Steel tax till. 

“We have to be competitive,’ wail the industries.”’ 

“Other states give us a break, why can’t Indiana,’ ” 


“Well, they are getting a break--a break that is 
breaking the backs of individual taxpayers. . .”’ 

Carr was not questioned about Regulation 16 at any 
of his press conferences or luncheons. 

It has been noted a number of times in the past year 
that American industry spends more advertising how 
it fights pollution than it actually spends fighting 
pollution. 

How much does U.S. Steel Gary Works plan to 


spend to fight paying its fair share of taxes? 
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ee Commentary 


by George Bogdanich 


“The deterioration of the public schools due to lack 
of funds has not gone unnoticed by the Federal 
government's economic planners despite the fact that 
they have not yet brought relief to what has become 
a nationwide crisis. 

Why has the Federal government with its awesome 
budget allowed the school situation to grow worse 
slowly? There are several reasons. In the past the 
Federal Government has been reluctant to give 
financial aid to schools until an emergency situation 
developed, fearing that advocates of local school 
control would cry ‘government takeover.” 

Another more important reason, however, may be 
that the present government economic planners are 
allowing the school economic crisis to develop in 
order to gain support for the controversial value 
added tax measure Which the Nixon administration 
reportedly favors to bring in a new Federal revenue. 
The value-added tax is being supported by the large 
industies as a way of further reducing the tax per 
centage that the big companies pay compared to the 
individual taxpayers. It will most likely reduce or 
eliminate the property tax. 

The value added tax may best be described as a 
cumulative sales tax. Each time raw material goes 
through a process which increases its net worth, the 
value added tax is applied at that point, To see how 
this would work let us consder the process of making 
steel, 

The first time the three per cent value-added tax 
would be applied would be after the raw materials for 
making steel (magnetite, tachanite, limestone, etc.) 
were being mined. Another three per cent would be 
assessed when these materials were transported to 
the steel mills by barge or by train. Three percent 
would be again added when the iron ore was 
processed into steel and when the bulk form ingots, 
billets etc.) was made into a finished steel product. 

Ultimately the consumer would*pay for the tax in 
the form of higher prices. The tax is considered a 
regressive tax just as the state retail taxes and 
rightfully so, The tax would bear most heavily on 
those least able to pay; those with low and lower 
middle income who must spend all or nearly all of 
their yearly income to maintain a modest standard of 
living. f : 


TAXES ARE GOING UP FASTER FOR 
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To be realistic however, the pressure of the large 
corporations, which have in the past managed to 
pressure Congress into maintaining the least 
justifiable tax loopholes, would be enormous 
against these exemptions. 


Regressive Tax May Follow School Crisis 


It is possible, as some advocates of the value-added 
tax maintain, to lessen the effect of the tax on 
people with lower incomes by exempting such 
necessary items as food, medicine, and health care. 


Also, what is to hinder the government from raising 
this tax from the three percent now being considered 
to five, ten, or fifteen percent when the budgetary 
need becomes inflated enough? . 

The point is that during a more stable economic 
climate the regressiveness of the value-added tax 
would make it unpopular with enough people to 
guarantee its defeat in the Congress. The present 
economic crisis may prevent this. 

There are unfortunately many historical precedents 
for government crisis-inspired actions. The wave of 
hysteria which swept this country in the aftermath of 
the Soviet Union's launching of Sputnik enabled 
congress to appropriate huge sums of money for 
education in science and in technology, along with 
huge subsidies for the fast growing aero-space in 
dustry. 

lt hardly seems like it was fifteen years ago that 
high school counselors were telling bright young 
students that if they studied hard and went into 
science they would be assured of a promising career 
in a growing field. It would be hard to say how many 
student's were influenced by the government's 
sudden revival of interest in subsidizing education 
alter years of obstruction on aid to education bills 

The aero-space industry boomed for a while and 
high school student's went on to college. Science 
majors went on to graduate schools. It took the 
Vietnam war the riots and decay of the cities to bring 
American's to realize that the cold war and our in 
{lated military budget was more of a boon to the 
aero-space and other defense-related industries than 
to American goals of democracy 

Aeronautical engineers and college graduates in 
that field now make up a considerable number of 
unemployed in Seattle and other cities. Yet their 
senator Warren Magnusen had to beg Congress and 
the administration to pass emergency aid. These men 
are no longer needed for the smooth functioning of the 
economy. 

The power of the government to deal with a crisis 
situation is considerable. If public pressure were to 
become powerful enough for the federal government 
to relieve the financial burden of the states before an 
emergency develops, the government might be 
forced to consider tax measures soberly with proper 
public hearings. The chance for passage of a tax bill 
that does bear heaviest on those least able to pay 
might then be greatly increased. 5 
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Federal receipts from income taxes, 1961-1970 


Individual 
income 
taxes 
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Corporation 
income 
taxes 
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Year 61 62°63 64.65 66° 67, 68 %9 70 


(Figures from J. S, Budget in Brief, Government Finances) 


Federal, state and local income taxes, 1969 


United States Steel Corporation 
Income and other taxes, 1955-1370 


(millions >f dollars) 


Year 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 6h 65 66 67 68 69 70 


(Figures from 1979 Annual Report, U. S. Steel Corp.) 
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Home Front... 


by Judy Stimson 


In January and August, 
manufacturers of bed linens put 
their products on the market at 
special lower prices. These items 
can be purchased year around 
but are generally less expensive 
at these times. 

When you check the ads or the 
actual merchandise, there are a 
few basic things to know so that 
comparisons can be made and 
the best value for your money 
assured. 

To begin with, there are dif- 
ferences in terms used to 
describe the fabrics. Muslin is a 
looser woven fabric with fewer 
threads per inch. It is less ex- 
pensive and not as smooth tex- 
tured but it usually wears quite 
well. Percale, on the other hand, 
is a tighter woven fabric which is 
smoother and stronger and 
consequently more costly. 

Next, the thing to watch out for 
in both types is the thread 
balance. In weaving a balanced 
fabric, approximately the same 
number of threads should be used 
in the lengthwise as in the 
crosswise. The reason for this is 
wearability. For example, if 
there are fewer crosswise 


threads than lengthwise threads, 
the fabric will be weaker in that 
direction and will wear out more 
quickly. Then when one or two 
threads break, it is the beginning 
of a tear and the end of a sheet. 
Finally, check thread count. 
Thread count is simply the 
number of threads per inch 
described as ‘180 percale’’ or 
“200 count percale,”’ etc, Ob- 
viously, the more threads per 
inch, the stronger the fabric and 
the more expensive it will be. 
With these few facts in mind, 
you will be more aware of terms, 
quality and value in shopping for 
sheets and pillow cases. Read the 
printed information and decide 
your particular needs and wants. 
Is it better to buy two higher 
quality sets or three lower quality 
ones? How often will they be 
laundered? How much wear will 
they be given? Will they need to 
be bleached? Are “‘extras’’ such 
as colors and prints important? 
Would permanent press be worth 
the extra money in time savings? 
These are some of the questions 
that the wise buyer will ask 
herself when she considers her 
next white sale purchase. 
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The LastWhole Earth Catalog 


The ‘Catalog’s format is pleasing and well 


by Joseph Tucci 


You know how it feels when you 
sprain your ankle, turn your hand 
or slam your finger in a car door, 
well Mike Nichols’ Carnal 
Knowledge is another painful 
experience that can be added to 
the list. Maybe painful is too mild 
a description for a very 
engrossing and powerful film. It 
is a funny, sad, comic, and tragic 
film that should be seen by 
everyone concerned with the 
games men and women play in 
their relationships. 


Jules Feiffer’s screenplay 
involves four people wo play the 
dating and mating game without 
realizing that they are destroying 
themselves. Feiffer’s women are 

- willing victims of a society that 
dictates that they must play 
certain roles to please the men 
they “‘love’’. 

It is not the women, however 
that Feiffer criticizes most 
viciously, because it is men that 
are the. destructive force in a 
man-woman relationship. 

Feiffer’s men, portrayed by 
Jack Nicholson and Art Gar- 
funkel, are the adolescents of the 
civilized world. These are 
American men with American 
attitudes regarding women. 
Women are mere complimentary 
components that fit into the 
mechanism of the male ego. 


Jack Nicholson's character is 
the man who sees women as pure 
sex objects, all body-no mind, 
This woman is required to praise 
the masculinity in the man and 
nothing more, Art Garfunkel’s 
character is the man who needs a 


woman to tell him what to do and — 


what to think. She is, in effect, a 
mother to him. 


The tragedy of these men is 
that women are not whole human 
beings with feelings and 
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“director, but he will never fulfill 
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emotions, but parts of women 
that are used for the edification of 
the male. This disregard for the 
feminine personality creates a 
living hell for all involved. 

The best acting done in the film 
is done by Jack Nicholson. His 
performance epitomizes the 
chauvinist aspects of the male 
personality. Candice Bergen and 
Art Garfunkel do a commendable 
job as the modern counterpart of 
Oedipus and Jacasta. 

The biggest surprise in the 
film, however, is the per- 
formance of Ann Margaret. Her 
Bobbie is ‘pathetic, tragic and 
victimized. 


Mike Nichols’ direction is very 
good. Anything Mike Nichols 
directs usually conveys a feeling 
of control and sure handedness. 
However, if the film has its 
faults, it lies with its direction. 
Nichols has trouble giving his 
films real people. His characters 
usually represent types of people 
but not real people. 


Perhaps the most maddening 
thing about Nichols’ direction is 
that you notice the direction. A 
great director’s film is directed 
in such a way that you don’t 
notice what he is doing. But a 
Nichols film demonstrates his 
skill by very obvious and jarring 
techniques. It is as if Nichols is 
saying “Look folks! see how 
brilliant I am.” 


Mike Nichols is a very good 


his potential if he insists on his 
self-serving direction. : 

It is the director’s fault that 
Carnal Knowledge misses 
greatness, but with the state of 
movies this year, near greatness 
is satisfying enough. 


by Keith Bennett 

Once upon a time, when times were far less 
complicated and alienated, America had a catalog 
nostalgically referred to as the ‘dream book’. 

The American businessman lovingly called it the 
Sears and Roebuck mail order catalog. 

That was at the turn of the century. 

“The Last Whole Earth Catalog” is the most 
recent dream book for trippers with little bread to 
actualize their trips. 

The unusual sounding and appearing catalog is 
just what the authors hoped it to be. They state in 
their explanation of function that the catalog is 
merely an “access to tools’. 

It is a means to an end--counterculture. 

Mechanics be forewarned, this is not merely a 
listing of socket wrenches although auto mechanics 
is listed in the Catalog. The Catalog’s scope takes in 
the universe and the mind. By its own definition, the 
catalog is a tool, just as a book is a tool or a 
government system is a tool. 

Following the product's evaluation is the price 
and the manufacturer’s address with ordering 
instructions. 

The reader is also informed if the item is 
available through the Whole Earth Truck Store in 
Menlo Park, California. 

‘The Last Whole Earth Catalog’ has the most 
honest consumer information thisside of ‘Consumer 
Reports’ and Ralph Nader. 

Its scope is inspiring and its concept is 
challenging. But it is definitely not a mere sales 
instrument, 

“If the item says - or Whole Earth Catalog - you 
can get it by mail from us. There is usually no price 
difference; the Catalog gets the markup (10-40%) 
instead of the other guy, is all," reads the ordering 
instructions. 

We can almost hear Wall Street crash from here. 

The Catalog is consistently entertaining at least. 
Al best it is a very informative buying guide for 
unusual items. 

The above statement is not very flattering, 
considering that anything originating over two 
hundred miles away is generally designated as 
“unusual” in the Midwest for at least two years 
after the fact. ; 


What would a tourist think. . .? 
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organized. At first glance, we found the catalog 
humorous and worth a superficial evening of fun; 

After noticing the cross indexing and other reader 
aids, we were lost in it for a week anda half. 

A good deal of our past week was devoted to the 
“original folk-tale’’ which appears in the right hand 
inserts throughout the Catalog’s 448 pages. 

The tale, “Divine Right's Trip”, is subtitled ‘‘Our 
Story Thus Far."’ This literary ‘‘Alice’s 
Restaurant” is a documentary equal in literary 
value to Tom Wolf's *‘The Electric Kool-Aid Acid 
Test.” 

In brief, the story is about man and mini-bus, It 
also involves a trip in which man meets woman, 
they meet more freaks, man loses woman (but not 
the mini-bus). Man trucks on, 

After freaking out on death tripping, man finds 
nature and anti-climatically marries woman. 

The '‘folk-tale” is absorbing and even relevant to 
the Catalog in that it deals with all aspects of life in 
America. 

It does give some insight into the Earth Catalog 
trip in that this particular man has a copy of Earth 
Catalog in the back of this particular mini-bus while 
traveling across this very peculiar country. 

All this and pretty pictures too. Indeed, had Alice 
had a copy of “The Last Whole Earth Catalog’ she 
may never, out of boredom with pictureless books, 
fallen down the rabbit hole. 

Communal is just a definition and the Catalog’s 
definition of commune seems to start with two 
persons. 

From there, the only word of warning comes from 
Dan Schiller in ‘Popular Photography’. 

“The Catalog will bankrupt you if you can't 
distinguish between what you need and what you 
wish you needed,” he wrote. 

“Start extravagant, and you'll never finish. Get 
the cheap tool first, see if it feeds your life. If it does, 
then get a better one. Once you use it all the time, 
get the best. You can only grow into quality, you 
can’t buy it,” he explained. 

The quality of the catalog is worth the $5 price 
tag. It is the last of three years of Earth Catalogs. 

The degree of comprehensive consumer reporting 
found in the last catalog assures its utility for many 
years, 
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by Keith Bennett 
_-Bangla Desh. Feel it until it hurts and know of it 
until the pain has ceased. 

One small way of accomplishing this goal is 
through the very wise purchase of ‘The Concert for 
Bangla Desh’ recording. 

If other attempts by American media has failed to 
stir you to take a direct action to aid the Bangla Desh 
refugees in India, this album may be more effective. 

The album, tastefully designed and effectively 
organized, is a multi-trip. It involves the tuning into 
24 years of Pakistan’s history and turning onto the 
more immediate problem of medical aid for one and 
one half million East Bengalis. 

It also involves getting enough bread together to 
buy the album. The whole trip is unprecedented in 
that the cost of the album is specifically for the relief 
of the victims of this recent atrocity. 

A 64 page book accompanies the three record set. A 
comprehensive summary of the plight of the Bangla 
Desh refugees more than adequately makes the 
reader aware of their need for food and medicine. 

«in March, 1971, a deliberate reign of terror was 
unleased on Bangla Desh to eliminate opposition to 
West Pakistan domination and to drastically reduce 
the size of the population of Bangla Desh. An 
estimated one million East Bengalis were murdered 
and up to the present time approximately ten million 
terror stricken East Bengalis have sought refuge in 
neighboring India. This undoubtedly is the greatest 
atrocity since Hitler’s extermination of the Jews,” 
the summary states. 

“The government has put the cost of caring for the 
refugees at a minimum of one million dollars a day 
and it could go much higher,” it explains, 

This sense of immediacy and distress follows 
throughout the album and the accompanying book. 

The concert was recorded live August 1, 1971 at 
Madison Square Garden. It was the inspiration of 


Ravi Shankar who first went to George Harrison for 
support for his fellow Bengalis. 

Harrison and Shankar then gathered a group of 
their fellow musicians and in four weeks presented 
the historic concert. 

Although a live performance, the sound recording 
is excellent and includes just enough audience par- 
ticipation to make the historical event's poignancy 
real to the listener. 

A short introduction in which Harrison and Shankar 
explain the motivation for the concert is followed by a 
three part program of Indian music by Ravi Shankar, 
sitar, Alla Rakah, Tabla, and Kamala Chakravarty, 
tamboura. 

This program gives the novice to Indian culture a 
good taste of its music and some insight into the 
gentle persuasiveness of Ravi Shankar. 

George Harrison takes over on side two with ‘Wah- 
Wah’, ‘My Sweet Lord’ and ‘Awaiting on You All.’ 
This change in pace is mellowed by Billy Preston's 
‘That’s the Way God Planned it.’ 

Ringo Starr, who backs the performance on drums, 
begins side three with ‘It Don’t Come Easy.’ Next 
Harrison, Leon Russell and Eric Clapton team up on 
duets for ‘Beware of Darkness’ and ‘While My Guitar 
Gently Weeps.’ 

Leon Russell rocks through a ‘Jumpin’ Jack Flash’ 
and ‘Youngblood’ combination until Harrison again 
takes the lead on ‘Here Comes The Sun.’ 

Side five is devoted entirely to an old friend, Bob 
Dylan. His five selections of relatively early recor- 
dings is a definite highpoint of the album. Again, new 
record collectors will welcome these performances, 
now history in folk music. 

The concert is concluded with Harrison’s 
‘Something’ and ends with his dramatic account of 
‘Bangla Desh.’ 

Harrison reminds listeners that the performers do 
not need their support now, None of them were paid. 
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BANGLA DESH: “We're so many people” 


In a radio interview, he said that approximately one 
half of the suggested retail price of the album ($10) 
was to go directly to the refugees through the United 
Nations Children’s Fund and the other half is to meet 
production costs. 

Originally, Ravi Shankar hoped to raise 50 
thousand dollars. A photograph of a check to United 
Nations Children’s Fund For Relief to refugee children 
of Bangla Desh for $243,418.50 is printed on the back 
cover of the accompanying book as further evidence 
of the concert’s sincere message. 

Further proof is the recent report that thus far 
between four and five million dollars has been given 
by Harrison to United Nations Children’s Fund for 
Bangla Desh relief from a combination of box of- 
fice receipts from Madison Square Garden and 
record sales. 

A film is also coming out documenting the concert. 

This album is, most assuredly, not a ripoff. What 
you see and hear is what you are for the entire con- 
cert. It is designed to make you aware of a problem 
and raise money for the cause. The musical en- 
tertainment derived from the concert production is 
merely a by-product 

This fine experiment by the music industry to move 
public opinion fast enough and effectively enough to 
save some lives is thus far unprecedented. We hope to 
see other entertainers donate equal time and in- 
spiration to similar philanthropic endeavors. 

So buy the album, even if you hate music. Feels 
good. Even if it means a few hours’ work/ wages, 
delay a few trips, postpone buying other records. You 
won't be sorry. 

A brief consumer survey showed that most shops 
are selling the concert album for nearly $13. Rip off. 
Zayre’s in Miller is selling it for the suggested retail 
price plus a dollar. 

It is well worth the handling charges. 
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Gary's Glassmobile 
To Eat Empty Bottles 


Gary has a Glass.aobile 
sponsored by the Department of 
Beautification and Conservation, 
which is available to clubs and 
service organizations wishing to 
earn money, rid the environment 


- of glass litter, and recycle our 


natural resources. 

The $4000 unit was manufac- 
tured for Gary by the Coca-Cola 
and Pepsi-Cola bottling com- 
panies as part of an en- 
vironmental program. In ad- 
dition to recycling hundreds of 
tons of glass which would 
otherwise have to be hauled to the 
City Landfill, the Glassmobile 
prolongs the life of city sanitation 
trucks, because of the destructive 
effects of glass on metal. 


Also, sponsoring organizations 
earn $20 per ton for clean, metal- 
free, color-sorted glass, less $35 
hauling fee to a private 
scavenger, 

The Glassmobile has separate 
bins for clear, green, and brown 
glass, and can hold up to 10 or 11 
tons, depending on the amount of 
breakage. It is desirable to break 
the glass containers, but care 
should be taken for personal 
safety. It is suggested that 2 or 3 
shopping bags inside a plastic « 
garbage bag or gunny sack be 
used to hammer bottles and jars, 


A few simple but very im- 
portant rules for using the 
Glassmobile follow: 

1, Sort glass containers ac- 
cording to color. (Please lift 


_ misplaced bottles to proper bin, 


using a rake or other long- 
handled tool with a hook.) 
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2, Remove all metal or plastic 
from bottles. Paper labels on 
containers are permissible, but 
boxes, bags, and other ex- 
traneous material should be kept 
out of Glassmobile. 


3. Window glass and mirrors 
are not acceptable because they 
contain lead and mercury, 
respectively. 

4. The Glassmobile holds more 
if the glass is broken, but care 
should be taken when breaking 
bottles. Payment to sponsors is 
based on weight, not volume, 

5. Only clean glass should be 
placed in the Glassmobile. 

Whether involved with a 
sponsoring organization or not, 
every citizen should help this 
worthwhile effort by saving all 
waste glass containers. We are 
really making a dent in this 
environmental problem besides 
enabling Charitable 
Organizations to earn money at 
no cost to them. 
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Super Sports = 
Super Bucks 


Editor’s Note: Last Sunday’s Super Bow! VI was 
the most recent in the ever-increasing number of 
American sports-bonanza events. Nearly every sport 
has its “super” event, preceded by reams of sports- 
writer's copy, mammoth ticket sales, and an endless 
stream of odds and point-spreads. 

The most damaging result of all this is that the 
armchair enthusiast is further entrenched before his 
television, unable to afford game, plane and hotel 
prices that surround even routine sporting events. 

Managing Editor Walt Bogdanich offers a few 


The desire to amass large amounts of money from 
sports, also has its bad features. The lure of profits is 
primarily responsible for today's leapfrogging 
franchises in baseball. Boston is abandoned for 
Milwaukee, then Milwaukee is abandoned for 
Allanta. New Orleans and New Jersey construct 
sports stadiums and then look for teams, while 
Montreal gets a team and then looks for a stadium. 
The fan, whose view may have been blocked before 
by a stadium post, is now being blocked by a dollar 
sign. 


thoughts on this development on the American sports (nen IRD oy orgy ee ep omar aRnaR irre 
scene. 


by Walt Bogdanich 


Over the last decade or so, this country has wit 
nessed a disturbing trend in the world of sports 
Something is not quite right. Pro football, which is a 
cool-weather game, now. starts in August. Pro 
baseball. which is a hot-weather game, now starts in 
the chill and rain of the spring. Pro basketball, which 
's-a Winter sport, runs from late summer to. May 
Why The answer is the lust for raking in that “big 
buck 

Over the years money has given professional sports 
tls greatest opportunities, yet it exists as a constant 
source of irritation 

When used constructively, the influx of new money 
has protected athletes by making their games more 
sale, through the purchase of better equipment. It has 
helped poor people attain an education, and con 
sequently a better life, when often, the only alter 
native for them was a world which ended at the 
boundary lines of the ghetto. Through television and 
tadio, money has also brought the color and ex 
citement of sports into the homes of millions. of 
Americans. Money has so popularized sports that it 
prompted New York Times columnist, James 
Keston, to remark: 


“The great corporations are much more interested 
in paying millions for sports broadcasts than they are 
lor all political events except for the nominations and 
Maugurations of Presidents, because the general 
public is watching and listening.” 
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Commentary 


In many other respects, the fan is ge tting the short 
end of the deal. Highly paid athletes, and an ever 
increasing bureaucracy of middle-men, are gradually 
forcing ticket prices to a level which may soon make 
certain sporting events a rare or unattainable 
privilege for all but the affluent 

The most flagrant example of this was the 
Frazier fight of nearly a year ago, The only live 
coverage was by closed circuit television: the 
cheapest tickets costing $7.50. In New York C ity, a 
sellout crowd of 19,500 watched the fight live, and 
paid $150 for ringside seats. Ticket scalpers outside 
were getting ten times that amount. Not too many 
years ago. such major fights were put on the air for 
tens of millions with the aid of T.V. and radio ad- 
verlisers. 


Ali- 


‘This new direction in American spectator sports, of 
forcing the fan to take a back seat whilé big money 
men do the driving, is not confined to just 
protessional sports. Students at universities around 
the country realize the best seats at sporting events 
go to people with either sufficient money or influence 
to obtain them. 

There are two choices--either high-cost, high profit, 
and bureaucratic aspects of the American sporting 
world (and its feeder programs, the universities) 
must be brought into closer contact with the masses 
of Americans which allowed it to grow in the first 
place, or the concept of athletics as entertainment for 
the common man will be a thing of the past. 
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Shop at Meadows Apothecary 
where ample free parking 
space. Is provided for your 
convenience. 
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